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Section 2.—Manufacturing Industries in Urban Centres 

The prosperity of most of the cities and towns of Canada, especially in Eastern Canada, 
is intimately connected with their manufacturing industries, which provide employment 
for a large proportion of the labour forces. 

Table 8 indicates the extent to which the manufacturing industries are concentrated 
in urban centres and shows, by province, the proportion of the selling value of factory 
shipments contributed by cities and towns having shipments of over $1,000,000 each. In 
the more highly industrialized provinces of Ontario and Quebec such cities and towns 
accounted for 78 p.c. and 94 p.c, respectively, of the total manufactures of those provinces 
in 1956, while in the Atlantic Provinces and British Columbia, where sawmilling, fish 
packing and dairying are leading industries, the proportions were 69 p.c. and 49 p .c , 
respectively. In the Prairie Provinces, manufacturing is confined largely to a few urban 
centres. 

A noticeable trend towards the decentralization of industry is apparent in all provinces 
but the most striking change has been shown by Ontario where there has been a recent 
tendency to establish new industry in smaller urban centres and where many new one-
industry areas have been opened up. For Canada as a whole the percentage of manu
factures accounted for by urban centres having shipments of over $1,000,000 was 85.8 
in 1954 but dropped to 79.8 by 1956. 

8.—Urban Centres, each with Selling Value of Factory Shipments of Over $1,009,000, 
Number of Establishments and Total Shipments in these Centres as a Percentage of 
the Provincial Total, by Province, 1956, and Totals for Canada, 1951-56. 

NOTE.—Statistics published in this table are sometimes higher than the figures published in Table 11, 
pp. 671-673, since the table below includes statistics of towns with fewer than three establishments and production 
of over $1,000,000 each. It ia not possible to publish this information in Table 11 without disclosing the operations 
of individual establishments. 
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